
Be sure to prevent frozen pipes in 

your home! 
 

Tips to Fixing Frozen Pipes 

 If no water comes out of a faucet, or it comes 

out slowly, suspect a frozen pipe. Check all 

faucets in the house to determine if the 

situation is widespread. If it is, open all 

faucets, turn off the main water to the house, 

and call a plumber. 

 If only one pipe is frozen, turn on the 

appropriate faucet to help get the water 

moving in the pipe once it thaws. Locate your 

nearest water shut-off valve to the break. 

Don't turn the water off at this point, unless 

you find that the pipe has actually burst. 

 Try the hair-dryer trick. Locate the area 

where the pipe has frozen. Then, starting at 

the faucet and working backward along the 

pipe line until you reach the frozen section, 

work the dryer up and down the pipe. 

Continue warming the pipe until full water 

pressure returns to the open faucet. Then 

reduce the faucet flow to a trickle until the 

cold snap has ended. Caution: When using a 

hair dryer, be sure that it and its cord will not 

be near any water that might start to flow 

through a crack in a burst pipe. 

 If water starts to gush out of the pipe while 

you are warming it, unplug the hair dryer and 

close the nearest water shut-off valve 

immediately. Keep the faucet open. Call a 

plumber to fix the burst pipe. 

 If you cannot reach a frozen pipe to warm it, 

call a plumber and shut off the water supply 

to the pipe. Keep the faucet open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rules to Prevent Frozen Pipes 

 Keep all water-supply piping away from 

outside walls, where it could be exposed to 

cold winter weather. 

 If it is imperative to have pipes located on an 

outside wall, they must be well-insulated. 

Piping insulation is sold in both rubber and 

fiberglass. 

 Insulate pipes in all other unheated areas as 

well, such as crawl spaces, basement, attic, 

and garage. Fix the source of any drafts (such 

as near cables, dryer vents, bathroom fan 

vents, windows) and insulate pipes at risk. 

 Before winter, close the water shut-off valve 

inside your home that provides water to 

outside spigots, and then drain each line by 

opening its spigot until it no longer drips. 

Close the spigot. 

 During extremely cold weather, leave one 

inside faucet set to a slow drip. This keeps the 

water in your lines from completely freezing, 

since it is moving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


